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Gallery Sponsored in part by the Following: 
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Address: 700 1st Ave S.,           
       Escanaba, MI. 49829  
 
Phone: (906) 786 -3833  

Website: Bonifasarts.org  



 
 
Recent events surrounding the recom-
mended federal budget cuts to elimi-
nate the National Endowment for the 
Arts (NEA), the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) and the  
Corporation for Public Broadcast 
among others, call us to attention.  
 

 
Consider the following facts from the National  
Assembly of State Arts Agencies : 
 
FACT: The arts return $22.3 billion in revenue to  
federal, state, county, and municipal governments. A 
strong arts sector makes it easier for our government 
to balance its books.  
 
FACT: The National Endowment for the Arts (NEA)  
receives a mere 0.004% of the total federal budget,  
less than 1/2 of one hundredth of one percent.  
Appropriations to state arts agencies constitute just 
0.04% of state general funds expenditures, less than 
one half of one tenth of one percent. Arts cuts will 
harm communities without achieving real savings.  
  
FACT: Government arts support ensures that rural 
communities and low -income groups get their fair 
share of the educational and economic benefits offered 
by the arts. 40% of NEA -supported activities take place 
in high -poverty neighborhoods. While 15% of the U.S. 
population lives in rural areas, more than 25% of all 
state arts agency grants go to these communities.  
  
FACT:  Funding from state arts agencies composes  
only 2.1% of total grantee revenue, however, these 
small investments pack a big punch: arts organizations 
use public dollars to generate earned income, secure 
private contributions, and leverage local matching 
funds. Every $1 of NEA support leverages $9 in  
matching funds.  
 
For more information, check out:   

 

www.creativemany.org/resources/   
 
www.nasaa -arts.org/Advocacy/Advocacy -Tools/
FactvFictionGovtArtsFunding.pdf  
 
www.americansforthearts.org/advocate  
 
If you are a member, thank You! If not, please consider 
becoming one. Your support means more than ever 
now. Add your voice. Tell us how the arts impact your 
life and we will forward your comments to our state  
art council and our legislators. Send comments to my 
email at pasqua@bonifasarts.org.  

From the Director 

Irina Bruno:  
Educational Coordinator 
 

Irina, a native of Russia, moved to 
this area over 14 years ago. She has a 
background in international business 
and is also a local real estate agent. 
Irina wants to bring the arts and arts 
education to our community ñ
focusing on the elderly and youth. 
Irina has 2 school age sons and  
enjoys riding horses, traveling, and 
cooking.  

New Faces at the Bonifas 
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Hereõs what our local community is saying: 
 
òThe arts are gaining momentum across the Upper  
Peninsula as an important part of our economic vitality. 
Our biggest fear is that funding for the arts will be  
discontinued at the federal level. If that should happen, 
the impact from that bad decision will affect our state 
budget leaving Michigan behind in economic recovery 
once again.ó 

- Dotty LaJoye, Executive Director Central Upper  
Peninsula Planning and Development  

 
òHere in the Upper Peninsula, not only are we proud of 
the Bonifas Art Center, we rely on it.  The arts nourish 
and inspire us; they help us to weave meaning into  
everyday life  Exhibits, plays, classes and concerts offer 
us essential opportunities to create, to contemplate and 
to express ourselves ð to come together as a community 
through shared experience.  As a community, we need to 
raise our voice now and say that it is unacceptable to 
eliminate funding for the arts and humanities.  Through 
facts, stories, phone calls or tweets (whatever it takes!) 
letõs send the message that we need arts in the U.P.ó 

- Carolyn Stacey, Director of Escanaba Public Library  
 
òThe loss of such entities as the NEA, NEH and PBS will 
be devastating to our future generations.  Man cannot  
live by bread alone.  Our souls deserve to appreciate a 
melody, a painting or sculpture or mind expanding  
literature and soar to greater heights.ó  

-Nancy Beck, Community Action Agency Volunteer  
 
òAs an advocate for children and adults, I value the Boni-
fas Art Center and all that they do for our community.  
I find their programs especially like, summertime music 
in the park, welcoming and inclusive of all. I especially  
appreciate the Art Center arranging for special classes 
for Our Kiwanis AKtion Club and for the Learning Center 
students.ó  

- Dorothy J. Kollmann,  Escanaba Noon Kiwanis  

For more information visit www.bonifasarts.org - Like us on Facebook -  Call us at 906-786-3833 

Pasqua Warstler 

http://www.creativemany.org/resources/
http://www.nasaa-arts.org/Advocacy/Advocacy-Tools/FactvFictionGovtArtsFunding.pdf
http://www.nasaa-arts.org/Advocacy/Advocacy-Tools/FactvFictionGovtArtsFunding.pdf


The Powers Gallery  

ñWooden Boatsò is made possible in part by a grant from the Michigan  
Humanities Council, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities. 

Any views, findings, conclusions, or recommen-
dations expressed in this project do not neces-
sarily reflect those of the National Endowment 
for the Humanities or the Michigan Humanities 
Council.ò  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Bonifas Membership Show                                         
May 18 - July 6                                

 
The Bonifas proudly carries on the 40+ year tradition 
of presenting artwork created by its own members, in a 
non -juried, annual exhibit. Come see great examples of 
the artistic ability from right here in our area.    

 
Meet the Artists at the Reception, which is open 
to the public, on Thursday, May 18, 7 -9 pm   
Sponsored in part by: AAA Klein Agency  
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Wooden Boats Afloat:  
Stories of Traditional Boat Building  
in Michiganôs Upper Peninsula  
July 15 ï September 7 
 
This exhibit is a Michigan Humanities Council project 

that documents for the first time the wooden boat -

building heritage of the Upper Peninsula. The exhibit 

looks at the role of wooden boats in the U.P.õs economic, 

social, and cultural settings.  

Contributions include input from boat enthusiasts and 

experts from restoration boatyards, Huron Mtn. Club, 

Westshore Fishing Museum, commercial fishermen, and 

rowing clubs.  

Special features include displays on the Great Lakes Boat 

Building School and Birch Bark Canoes.     

òThis exploration of wooden boat-building will be of  

interest to many of us involved today in preserving the 

rich history of boat -building in Michigan.ó  Scott Peters, 

Curator of Collections for the State of Michigan.  

The Studio Gallery 

The Studio Gallery showcases a wide variety of 
media and styles of artwork from artists from 
Delta County and nearby communities.  
 
East Ludington Gallery Presents:  
ñBlue Out of the Boxò 
April 5 ï May 10 
 
 
Les Artistes Art Club 
May 16 ï June 9 
 
 
Tom Grenfellôs Gifts 
June 13 ï July 8 
 
 
Artists at Steam & Gas 
Assoc. & Antique Village  
Presents ñVintage Life Artsò 
July 15 ï September 7 

 
 
Arts organizations or artists groups interested in 
displaying in The Studio Gallery are welcome to 
contact the BAC and inquire regarding scheduling.    

Please note that all of our gallery and studio 

exhibits are free and open to the public to 

view during our business hours.  
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 Painting by Tom Grenfell 
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All about the Boats: Events surrounding the Boat Exhibit  

Family Fun Day 2:  
Discover Our Great Lakes  
Saturday, August 5; 10 - 4 pm  
In Ludington Park by the Band Shell 
 
Boats will be on display so come and meet the 
crews from the Upper Peninsula Rowing Clubs and 
the Wooden Canoe Heritage Association  and learn 
about rowing.  
 
Bring the kids! They will learn  
more about our local fish  
while playing òWhat Did You 
Catch?ó  
 
Explore the Great Lakes  
Fisheries Heritage Trail.   
 
Make some art! The project 
of the day is Gyotaku 
(Japanese fish prints)! And 
everyone gets a chance to 
win the Whitefish cookbook!  
 
The day wraps up with the  

Rally to the Regatta: 
Saturday, August 5 starting at 4:30 pm 
At the Escanaba Marina 
 
Come cheer on a friendly race with the Upper Penin-
sula Rowing Clubs and the Wooden Canoe Heritage 
Association at the Escanaba Marina immediately  
following the Waterfront Art Show .  

Brown Bag Specials: 
Wednesdays Noon ï 1: 
 
Grab a bag lunch for your midday  
break with weekly presentations by  
Humanities scholars and technicians  
at the Bonifas.  
 
July 19 : Traditionally Built Wooden Gill Boats  
July 26: Fishing Boats Made with local Materials    
August 2 : The Great Lakes Boat Building School  
August 9 : Commercially Built Wooden Boats in the U.P.  
August 16 : Native Birch Bark Canoes  
August 23 : Tales of Great Lakes Boating  
August 30: Run-abouts of the Eastern U.P.  
September 6 : Great Lakes Fishing History  

Family Fun Day 1: 
Discover Our Great Lakes 
Saturday, July 15 At the Bonifas Arts Center 
                                                                          
�.�L�G�V���&�U�H�D�W�L�Y�H���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�������I�U�R�P��������-���������D�P    
 

Learn how a boat floats and make your own with our 
friends from Michigan Sea Grant. Explore Great 
Lakes Science and the Wooden Boats Afloat exhibit 
with activities, games, and a scavenger hunt!     

 
�)�D�P�L�O�\���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W���Z�L�W�K���*�U�H�D�W���/�D�N�H�V���P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H��
�P�X�V�L�F�L�D�Q���/�H�H���0�X�U�G�R�F�N�����1�R�R�Q���� 
 

Stories and songs of adventure on the freshwater 
seas!  Murdock arranges Great Lakes ballads, sea 
chanteys, and work songs dating back to the 1880õs. 
 
 
Family Fund Days are sponsored in part by : Michigan Sea Grant     

Wooden Boats at Waterfront Art Festival 

For more information visit www.bonifasarts.org - Like us on Facebook -  Call us at 906-786-3833 


